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Automator is a tool included with OS X which allows you
to build custom workflows to perform both simple and
complex tasks, such as renaming files in a folder,
combining multiple PDF documents, or converting movies
from one format to another using QuickTime.
In this tutorial we will show you how to create some
Automator Actions and Workflows that will effectively get
your Mac doing your work for you so you can relax and
go and make a cup of coffee.

We'll start with a straightforward action, one which will take images from the Finder and resize
them when you drop them onto the application icon on the desktop.
1. Launch Automator, either from the
Applications menu, by typing its name in
Spotlight, or by using the search bar in
Launchpad.
2. When the template chooser is displayed,
select Application then click Choose.
In the Library, click Files and Folders and drag
Copy Finder Items into the main window.
3. Click on the dropdown menu next to 'To',
select Other and create a new Folder in Pictures
called 'Resized.'
4. Add a Rename Finder Items action to the
workflow, choose Add Text from the dropdown
and type '–resized' into the box.
5. Click on Photos in the Library, and drag Scale
Images into the workflow.
6. Choose Don't Add from the warning dialog,
since we already have an action to copy the files
in the workflow.
7. Type the width of the resized image into the
box if you want to resize to a specific width, or
choose Percentage from the dropdown menu
and type in the size of the new image relative to
the old one.
9. Save the workflow to the desktop as an
application with a descriptive name.
Job done, now, whenever you drop an image onto the application, it will be copied, resized and the
copy placed in the Resized folder.
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